Problems with the decontamination of dental handpieces and other intra-oral dental equipment in hospitals.
Dental departments within district general hospitals contain items of equipment that require decontamination between patients. Some of these items are complex and expensive, and in busy clinics, may be required in large numbers if a sterile services department (SSD) were to be used. This may result in local manual cleaning of these instruments and sterilization in non-vacuum downward displacement autoclaves within dental departments, despite some items having narrow lumens, deep recesses and cavities, which will not adequately sterilize these instruments. Infection control teams should be aware of these difficulties particularly when arranging satisfactory infection control and decontamination procedures in hospital dental departments.